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Edvard Grieg Lodge 657 District 5

Cincinnati-Dayton, Ohio

The First Lodge in Ohio

Sons, Daughters and Friends of Norway

February 2007
Next Meetings
Saturday, February 17, 2007 at 2:00 PM
      -Norsk Film Dag-
      Regular Lodge Meeting
      Home of Carol Stone
      224 Countryside Drive, Lebanon, Ohio 45036
      Tel: 513.228.0245
      Come and enjoy Norwegian films...
Sunday, February 25,2007 Meet and Greet

     Membership event on Mason-Montgomery, edge 

     of Deerfield Towne Center, at 6:00PM.
Sunday, March 11,2007 Syklubb at 2:00 PM
     At the home of Carol Luiso.
Sunday, March25,2007 Viking Adventure at  

     2:00PM at Northland Skating Center

Saturday March 31,2007
     Presentation on Barnebirke, and Ski for Life.
     Speaker: Dan Beckman

Presidents message
Hei-Hello 

   As President I am looking forward to a great year. We have some old, some new officers and board members with great ideas for our lodge. All officers and board member are listed at the end of the newsletter. We want to have more activities that include the children, and some directed specifically to the children. Of course we will have Julefest again and thank Karl for initiating and overseeing this wonderful event for the last 2 years. Hopefully he will help again this year on our 3rd annual Julefest. 

 Installation of Officers:
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   We thank Burt and Jean Bittner for coming to our meeting in January to install officers. Burt and Jean also talked about their lodge, and fielded numerous questions at the end of the meeting. Shown: Burt, Nelda, Carol Luiso, Nina, Carol Stone, and Rosalie.
 I plan to have a committee work on bylaws and policies specific for our lodge so we have guidelines to live by. We will follow the national Sons of Norway constitution and bylaws but gear them to our needs. If you are interested in working on either of these please let me know.  You need not be an officer or board member in fact I would like to have a combination of both board and non board members on the committee. 

   I would like to see us learn a little Norwegian perhaps a word, or phrase each month. Just a God dag (goo dahg-pronunciation) which is Good day.        Perhaps those who speak Norwegian could help us with this project. I don't expect us to be fluent by years end in speaking Norwegian but perhaps able to speak some to each other. Right now I can speak very little. 
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Dancing around the Christmas tree at Julefest. This picture looks like it could have been taken 3,000 miles to the east! 
Martin Viken(4), Jergen Viken(6), Randi Lie-Viken, Eric Viken(2), Anders Marstrander picture by editor.
   I plan to have board meeting every couple of months and all are welcome, these are not closed meetings. I will try to publicize them in advance to all. If you have an item that you would like the group to consider and cannot attend please contact me or another board member to bring your item up for discussion. To grow we need to have new ideas and membership participating in that process. If there are things you don't like, we need to know so we can work on improving our lodge. If you don't understand why we are doing something or doing it in a particular manner also contact me or one of the Board of Directors. We are open to suggestions. 

   Please read your newsletter it is full of information about our lodge and its activities. I want to have one of the officers or board members highlighted each time so you can get to know them better and I will start. 

   For those who are new and didn't have the privilege of meeting my mother, she was a full blooded Norwegian who married a full blooded German, so I am a half breed. I don't know much about my fathers’ side of the family however. My mother was more talkative I guess. Her father was raised in the Voss area and came to America thru Canada where he met my grandmother. They were 3rd or 4th cousins and my grandmothers’ maiden name was Nesheim as was her married name. I still have relatives in the Voss area, some of whom I was able to meet when I was in Norway on a tour.

    My grandmother was a 2nd and 3rd generation Norwegian/American. They met in South Dakota and moved to Oregon when my mother was about 6 months old. I was born in Oregon and lived there until I went to college at Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, WA. where I got my nursing degree.  I moved here about 33 years ago so call Ohio home now. I have 2 children and 2 grandchildren all of whom live in the area. 

    Nelda
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In front of the Christmas tree, Charlie Reeder,gives a big smile for his mom Jennifer , dad Fred Reeder and also“Bestemor”, Linda Burge. His “Mor-Mor’s cousin, Sissel from Bergen knitted this beautiful sweater to keep him looking Norwegian. Linda picked out the yarn on her last trip.
Thank you Karl!

  As we transition from one President to another, we need to thank Karl for his leadership as President for the last two years. Thank you for Julefest, your personal quest. Thank you for your involving more members in the organization. Thank you for your humor which is so appreciated at our monthly meetings. Thank you for your vision to keep our organization young. We hope that as Past President you are able to continue your good work. 

Financial

   At the last dinner meeting, Carol Luiso reported that the lodge’s checkbook has improved this year, up from $1300 last January, to $2028 today. Gains can be attributed to making $240 at Julefest, Esther’s sales of “stuff (according to Bob)”, the White Elephant Sale, and various other endeavors. We thank all that have made this possible.

Tubfrim
   Alene Rice has asked me to do a little update about Tubfrim. Tubfrim is a humanitarian organization owned by the Norwegian Health Association, who collects used postage stamps, and sells them to wholesalers and philatelists worldwide. Originally started in 1928 to finance tuberculosis research, and aid children afflicted with the disease, the money has also been spent to increase the well being of handicapped children and youth in Norway. Last year donations amounted to $100,000, which were given to 50 different groups. 

    There are rules in donating the stamps a small margin around the stamp, ¼ to ½” needs to be maintained to keep the perforation intact. Alene will be happy to collect and answer any questions. Her contact information is at the end of the newsletter.  
Warning

   Siri Timo warns us to be careful with telephone calls to Norway. Her long distance provider, AT&T increased the cost of calls by over 100%. Apparently AT&T, Bellsouth, and Sprint are treating all calls to Norway as cell numbers due to the fact that numbers in Norway that start with a “5” after the country code are considered cell phones. She asks that any members with this problem contact her at: siri@cinci.rr.com.

Library Donation

   We thank Alene Rice for some books that she has donated to our library. Alene is a volunteer at the library and has access to the books during their sales and has found some great things for us. There are several books on the Vikings and an old geography for kids. The Vikings books include A History of the Vikings, The Viking World and Viking Hammer of the North.  The full details of the new books will be added to the list on our lodge website. Thanks Alene for the books.
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The Ashville Viking Festival is coming up, Saturday and Sunday April 28, and 29th 10-5PM, in Ashville, Ohio. Go to their website: www.ashvillevikingfest.com for specifics.

Membership 

    We welcome Karn Erlandson to our lodge.  She and her husband Kris came to Julefest where she gave us her membership application.  We hope to hear about her Norwegian connections when she attends our lodge meetings.

    Sons of Norway has announced a membership recruitment contest for 2007.  During 2007, members who recruit new, dues-paying Sons of Norway members will be entered into a drawing to win a Norwegian Experience of a lifetime for two.  For every member you recruit, your name will be entered into the contest.

    Bring a prospect to our next Meet & Greet which will be Sunday, February 25, for them to find out about our lodge and Sons of Norway.  The details for Meet & Greet are on the lodge website.

    If you have questions about the contest or need a membership application for a friend or relative contact me.  I will make sure your name is listed on the application as the recruiter.

    Esther Charlton, Membership Secretary
Sons of Norway Insurance

   Burt Bittner mentioned some programs for life insurance for children and grandchildren at the last meeting. 
   Our insurance representative is: Eric Nichols
1-877-684-7667 Sons of Norway Benefits. 
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 Adelheid Price celebrating her 90th birthday. Adelheid Haugan Price was born in Loshan, in the Honan Province of China where her father Rev. August W. Haugan was a Lutheran missionary.

Birthdays

    First, we regret the omission of Carolyn Hahn's birthday in January.  We hope she had a happy birthday on January 4.

 February
    Luke Sutphin[1], Jan Garnaes-Johnson[6], Patsy Bannick[6], Sylvia Casas[15], Linda Burge[17], Cassi Rice[19], Jo Marie Karam[20], Mark Kosobud[20], Nicholas Karam[25], Carol Mostad[27].
 March
    Robert Charlton[11], Robert Hippert[13], Karl Flem[14], Larry Bannick[17], Alene Rice[23], Alex Crocker-Lakness[24].
 April
    Sonja Kinney[1], Katherine Sanders[2], Dorthe Baardsesth[6], Robert Price, Jr.[18], Gretta Hahn[22], Donna Kent[25], Robert Price, Sr.[26], Walter Varland[27]. 

Rosemaling classes
   From: Burt Bittner, Indianapolis Lodge   

   Taught by John Gundersen and Sally Hurst, the winter session of beginning and intermediate Rosemaling will commence on Monday, the 12th of February. Beginning at 10:00 a.m., the weekly, three hour class will be for six weeks at a cost of $70.00. Classes are held at Saint Timothy's Episcopal Church, 2601 E. Thompson Road, Indianapolis, If you are interested in attending, or would like more information, contact Sally @ 317-298-3849 or John @ 317-322-8196.
   By popular demand, Lois Mueller will come to Indianapolis, this summer, to teach a three-day Rosemaling class. Lois, a Vesterheim Goldmedalist, has come here for over ten years. She teaches all over the United States, Canada, and Taiwan. Classes will be held at Saint Timothy's Episcopal Church, Monday thru Wednesday, August 6-8, 2007. If you plan to attend, or would like more information, contact Alma Lathrop @ 317-769-4647.
   From Nina Downs:

   We are delighted to announce that we will be offering a Rosemaling workshop! Expert Rosemaling painter Sally Hurst from Indianapolis will be teaching a 3 day workshop for our lodge here in Cincinnati! Jean Bittner, past President of the Indianapolis lodge will be assisting her. This will be a beginner class with emphasis on the Os style. The first day of class will concentrate on how to hold the brush and brush strokes. Date and cost of the class are still being discussed, yet we are planning to offer it in April or May. Once you have taken this workshop you will be welcome to attend a Rosemaling workshop on August 6, 7, and 8 in Indianapolis. This class will be taught by Gold Star Medalist Lois Mueller. Anyone interested please contact Nina Downs at 513.608.0364 or ninatdowns@fuse.net.
Free magazine: “news of norway”
   The Norwegian Embassy publishes a magazine that is available to those wishing a subscription. Carol Luiso has been getting the magazine and thinks it is a delight to get in the mail. I read the on-line version and didn’t realize how 40 minutes disappeared. Especially good was an article about the “99th Infantry, the Viking Infantry” and their heroic efforts in WWII, truly the greatest generation. Go to: www.norway.org to see their website, and/or: subscription@norway.org .
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Sigrid Odegard, meeting her 5 hour old brother Andor last August. They live just outside of Alesund. Picture by proud father Jarle Odegard, my second cousin. Editor.

Correction:

   Last newsletter we incorrectly attributed the source of the picture of the Hardanger Concert attendees in their Bunads. The photographer was Hannah Hoetger, Siri Timo’s daughter. Good work Hannah!
Scholarships
   There are numerous scholarships available through Sons of Norway, ranging from summer camps to Universities. There are few applications for these opportunities so chances are good that you might qualify. The important aspect is that you must send in applications by March15th. From what I have seen, most are interest rather than need based.
   Viking Magazine has been a source for this information, as well as the Sons of Norway website:
www.sonsofnorway.com .

Viking Adventures

  This year, we are starting a new activity that will be geared towards families with children.  However, anyone can attend these activities whether you are a child from 0 to 99 years old.  Sometimes the traditional lodge meeting may seem a little bit ‘boring’ to children who like to move around and play.  So, the ‘Viking Adventures’ will be activities such as skating, skiing, swimming, boating, hiking, fishing, camping or any other activity that we can think of that would be entertaining for the children of our lodge and that we are able to tie back to our Norwegian cultural heritage.  We may end-up needing to be a little creative in making that tie back link sometimes, but, I’m confident that as good Norwegians, we’ll figure something out!   We plan to coordinate a Viking Adventure once a quarter.  The inaugural Viking Adventure will be a skating party that is scheduled to be March 25, 2007 from 2:00pm  – 4:00pm at Northland Skate Center (10400 Reading Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45241).  The cost will be $9.50/person.  More information to follow soon.

Barnebirkie
   This years’ Sons of Norway/Swiss Miss Barnebirkie will be held on Thursday, February 22 at 12:30 PM. Over 1000 children ages 3 to 13 will participate in the cross country ski event in Hayward WI. 

   Everyone is a winner at this wonderful event. 
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Anders Marstrander had visitors to his home in Nittedahl Norway between Christmas and New Years. Three girls walking “Jule Bukk”. Similar to Halloween, the visitors must sing or perform some act of art to get some treats.
Remember to go to:
website: www.evensens.net/sons/sons.html
Upcoming Events
February 17,2007 Norwegian film night, Carol Stone’s house.
February 25,2007 Meet and Greet, membership event.
March 25,2007 Viking Adventure, Skating Party

March 31,2007 Ski for Life
President                            Vice-President

    Nelda Chandler                        Carol Stone
    11409 Geneva Rd.                     224 Countryside Dr
     Forest Park, OH 45440           Lebanon, OH 45036
     513-742-9504                          513-228-0245
     Neldaandelma@earthlink.net   cm8stone@yahoo.com
  Secretary                           Treasurer

      Rosalie Wingler                         Carol Luiso

      7983Quail Meadow Ln.             1006 Paxton Lake Dr.

      West Chester,OH 45069            Loveland, OH 45140           

      513-779-2166                              513-683-3631                        

      rwingler@fuse.net                      Chluiso@aol.com
Social Director              Webmaster

      Nina T. Downs                            Lois Evensen

      1478 Montegor Dr.                      P.O.Box 9450

      Cincinnati, OH 45230                 Cincinnati,OH 45209

      513-561-1759                              513-281-8408

      Ninatdowns@fuse.net       Lois@evensens.net
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Edvard Grieg Lodge 657 District 5

                Cincinnati-Dayton, Ohio
C/O Esther Charlton

3798 Susanna Dr.

Cincinnati,Oh 45251
Adopt-A-School                Tubfrim                                      

     Donna Marstrander                     Arlene Rice                         

     5527 Woodvalley Ct.                  2 Forest Pl.            

     Mason, Ohio 45040-2622          Glendale, OH 45246                     

     513-398-4285                            513-771-4378               

     Donna@Marstrander.com        Clocks@usadatanet.net       

   Membership                    Newsletter

     Esther Charlton                            Per Flem


     3798 Susanna
Dr.                        4269 Berryhill Ln.

     Cincinnati, OH 45254                 Blue Ash, OH 45242

     513-923-3798
                             513-791-8942

Esthersofn@aol.com    Perflem@rectomolded.com                                                 
     Publicity                       Foundation                          
    Siri Timo                                    Anders Marstrander                       
     6873 Rosetree Pl.                        5527 Woodbury Ct
     Mason, OH 45040                       Mason, OH 45040-2622
    513-398-4285                               513-398-4285
   Siri@Cinci.rr.com         Anders@Marstrander.com
