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Edvard Grieg Lodge 657 District 5

Cincinnati-Dayton, Ohio

The First Lodge in Ohio

Sons, Daughters and Friends of Norway

December 2008
Meetings:

Juletrefest
   GOD JUL! Saturday, December 6, 2008 at 4:00 PM is our Third Annual Familie Juletrefest or Norwegian Family Christmas Celebration! This is a Social Meeting with a Meatball Dinner for all to enjoy, dancing around the Juletre (Christmas Tree), shopping at our Norsk Butikk (Norwegian Market) and a visit from the Julenisse (Christmas Elf)! Dinner and beverages are provided, if you would like, bring an appetizer or a dessert to share. We will celebrate at Friendship United Methodist Church, 1025 Springfield Pike, Cincinnati, Oh 45215. The cost is $5.00 per person. Children 5 and under are free. Please RSVP to Esther at 513.923.3798 or esthersofn@aol.com. We look forward to seeing you there! 
   January, 17, 2008 at 4:00 we will meet in the Private Conference Room at IKEA for the Installation of New Officers. IKEA is located at 9500 Ikea Way, West Chester, OH 45069. 
   February meeting we will "Vis og Fortelle" (or Show and Tell). Come and bring something from Norway that you love. An object, a picture, an idea. Share it with us all. Date and location to be announced. 
  A must attend meeting is our annual White Elephant Auction in April. Start collecting and dusting off your White Elephant belongings to donate to this most enjoyable and entertaining fundraiser of ours!
NORSK BUTIKK NEWS    Excitement is building about this year's Norsk Butikk, which will be held during our annual Jultrefest celebration December 6th at 4:00PM! 

   A very fine assortment of items will be available for sale at the Butikk.  It may just be "The Best Little Norwegian Shop" in Ohio! 

   All items are very reasonably priced, ideal for you and your family, holiday gift giving, or a special something for your favorite Viking!  You will find a vast variety of items especially selected for young and old, male and female. 

   Highlights include linens, candies, home decor, stocking stuffers, cook ware, books and music, handicrafts, Christmas items, greeting and post cards.  There are some vintage items and several "extra special" and "unexpected" finds.  The variety is extensive, with goodies for everyone!  Sales begin at 4:00 pm. 

   As you plan your holiday shopping, please bring your list and some of your holiday budget...see what the Butikk has to offer!  We think you will be very pleased and surprised! 

   A special "Tusen Takk" to the Butikk committee who has been working for many months to provide a fantastic Butikk for 2008! 

   God Jul to alle and see you there!

Linda Burge

Concert Invitation

   The Jubilant Singers, a non-denominational choir, invites our members to their concert at 7:30 on December 6, after our Juletrefest. It will be in the sanctuary at the other end of Friendship United Methodist Church from our Juletrefest.
Norwegian Consulate’s Christmas Program
Go to: www.norway.org/xmas/2008.htm, to see the Union Station program in Washington, DC.
 President’s message
Hilsen Fra Presidenten ,

   Mange tusen takk to all, for a wonderful year to serve as President. This is my last note to you all as president. I have elected not to serve another term. This has been a great year, but I am mentally and physically exhausted so am taking a break. As the saying goes “I have been burning the candle at both ends” this past year. There are several “jobs” that I am relinquishing by the end of this year, but I plan to continue to be an active member of the lodge in some capacity so will see you at the meetings. 

   We had a wonderful program Saturday evening from Alene Rice’s daughter Margay and her husband Erik. There were about 30 people attending the program, about WWII  English, and German pilots with their crew members who were in the area around Eric’s family farm, after the English shot down the Germans and then had to make an emergency landing themselves. Wonderful pictures and story, thank you again. 

   Don’t forget Jultrefest is coming on December 6, 2008, 4pm at Friendship Methodist Church in Wyoming. There is more about this event later in the newsletter. Hope to see you there. 

   Our lodge accepted the officer recommendations of the nominating committee at the meeting Saturday. Your new president is Nina Downs, whom I know will do a great job. Vice President will be Jerry Elvrum, Secretary Tillie Elvrum, and treasurer will be Anders Marstrander.  They all need your support to keep this the great lodge it is already. 
   We will need someone to take over the program planning and several other committees that need coverage, ie cultural, youth programs, and sports director. If you are interested in serving please contact Nina about your interests. Perhaps you could team up with another person to take over one of these committees. Think it over, it is your lodge and will only be as good as the participation and effort we put into it. 

   Last month was Sons of Norway Foundation month. We had $35.00 in our “piggy” after the November meeting, which I will send to the foundation. Each month at our meetings the piggy will be out for your donations. You can just throw your loose change in or get out a bill, they do fit in the little slot. We received the pig at the district convention, so we will see what we can collect when we have a whole year in which to do it. The money is used for grants such as the one we received for our rosemalling classes and equipment. They also give scholarships to study in Norway and for relief from natural disasters. The money is put to good use so please continue to feed the pig at each meeting. 

   Dan Beckman reminded us that Ski for Light will be the first week in February in Salt Lake City/Provo, Utah. He has participated in this program for many years and will again this year. This program began in Norway, where sighted cross country skiers are paired with blind skiers. It is a very rewarding program for all who participate. There are opportunities for non skiers as well in registration, preparing snacks, meals etc. If interested in more information you can contact Ski for Light at www.sfl.org  their web site, or by phone at 612-827-3232. There are also regional events, the closest being in Wisconsin on January 16-18, 2009, if you are interested in participating closer to home.  I have more information about the regional events if you are interested.

   That is all for this time. See you at Jultrefest and at meetings in the next year. 
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Picture by Hans O Torgersen in Aftenposten
First snow sparks chaos
   Sound familiar? From Aftenposten.
   October29th.A major highway had to close, morning flights were delayed at Oslo's main airport at Gardermoen and thousands of commuters had a hard time getting to work after the first snow of the season fell all over southern Norway on Wednesday.
Membership

   A reminder about our recruitment contest; if you recruit a new member by December 20, you will receive a gift from our lodge, plus a gift that you will get from Sons of Norway International. The full details of the contest are on our lodge website.  Maybe you have a relative or friend that would enjoy becoming a Sons of Norway member.

   Jens Basberg, one of our members near Louisville, has given the gift of membership to his daughter, Mililani Brittany Basberg. We welcome her into our lodge and hope she might be able to come to one of our special meetings.

   We are glad to have Bob and Jean Bowman renew their memberships, they had been members back in 2004. Bob recently retired after 26 years in the Air Force. Their son Roby, who recently turned 16, is now a full member of the lodge.
   Iver Bradley has just transferred into our lodge.  He joined the lodge in Washington DC, and early this year moved to our area to be close to his family.  We welcome him into our lodge and hope to see him at Juletrefest. And his birthday is December 30, so we also wish him a happy birthday.
   At our January lodge meeting, we will be presenting service pins.  Service pins are given for each five years of membership.We have some members receiving pins for five years, ten years and fifteen years of membership.

   If you have any questions about the recruitment contest or your years of membership, please contact me.

Esther Charlton, Membership Secretary
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Nittedale, Christmas dinner served by Anders, with help from Luke, and Oscar, from Australia. From Donna Marstrander.
Notes from the Road by Charlotte Ellingson

August 27, 2008  Day 3

   The day starts early with luggage to the car first, and then breakfast at the hotel with coffee to go.  The sun is up the sky is blue with cirrus clouds.  Driving through farmland with dried corn stalks and low growing corn fields.  We observe the Platte River to the north as it meanders near us in a lazy manner.  The landscape turns to prairie land with isolated farms, a very lonely looking existence. 

   Soon we enter Cheyenne, Wyoming in the early afternoon and we are looking for food.  It is an old western town with roots in lumber, railroad, and mining.  My mind goes back to my childhood when I would watch the cowboy movies at the theatre with my brothers.  We spot a café near the center of town and are seated at a table.  Our wait person is tall older woman with tanned leather looking skin. She is friendly and helpful; we order and while waiting notice the people in the café.  This is a western town no doubt, a casual atmosphere without any la de da about it.  After lunch we drive around town, mail a postcard, ooh and ahh about this lovely old town that early settlers built; a busy place where lots of business is evident. The architecture is clearly of the 1800’s and 1900’s strong building with interesting detail.

   We leave this beautiful old town of Cheyenne; I see the areas where my son did his field work for his master’s in archeology. We begin the crossing of the high desert and prairie of Wyoming.  The orange barrels and cones greet us in Rock Springs which is full of construction for a new natural gas pipeline.   

Green River turns out to be an interesting little town. We find some places to hike, and walk by the river.  A hike would take us into the dusty hills so we walk about the river that runs through the town.  After the walk we enter the 50’s diner that is on the hotel property.   It is full of pictures and items from that era: President Eisenhower, Marilyn Monroe, James Dean and other celebrities of that era. We notice the brown Sedona rock like landscape. My eyes see a different culture. We were told at check-in that we could walk up the hill and perhaps see the wild horses that roam there. After dinner we drive up the road hoping to see some of the horses, but only find a gravel road that led out into the high desert. We end our day with a short walk about the grounds and look at the striking rock formations behind our hotel room.   

The day has ended.   
Day 4.  

   The sun is up, bright with a clear blue sky here in Wyoming.   This land is so dramatic with its large rock formations towering against the skyline of blue.  Our breakfast is at the 50’s diner where we fill our tummies with a traditional breakfast.  I do not have coffee as my stomach is a little upset. We leave the diner and head for another day on the road. Our destination is Reno Nevada, this will be our longest day as we anticipate few places to stop.  

   We are on the road and I am looking for coffee, aha, we spot a little resort like place and stop for coffee. Oh, boy they also have a gift shop where we buy postcards. Then we are back on the road, a nice break from the dry brown landscape. The trip takes us past the Great Salt Lake where we see lots of salt and minerals on the edges of the lake. We stop later at the Bonneville Salt Flats, stark white ground gleaming in the sun gives it an eerie look. On we go to the Wasatch Mountains, beautiful mountains with some green left on them. We stop for a photo shot and meet two men who were taking photos of a lake across the road. One of them tries to climb a hill that is straight up. He comes down after reaching a half-way point, he needs hiking shoes not sandals. The beauty of these mountains will sustain us as we drive through Nevada. We stop in Winnemucca for a rest stop and dinner. The restaurant is clean and the staff is friendly, the food is “so so”, it meets the need.  

The drive is a long boring drive with lots of tumbleweed and a flat landscape. I wonder what they will do with all this empty land. We continue the drive as Reno is close. Soon we see the signs pointing to Reno. It is a lovely sight to drive into tall green trees. It is commute time so traffic is heavy.  We find the hotel and unload the luggage. Oh it has been a long day, a dip in the spa and dinner and fall into a comfortable bed. Tomorrow is the end as I will drop Rosalie off at the car rental and drive to San Rafael to visit with my cousin, for a few days then on to Eugene for a visit with friends then on to Portland.  
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From Aftenposten, by Rolf  Øhmann. Early snowfall near Oslo.

Reading Circle 
   The Reading Circle will meet at Tillie Elvrum's home in Maineville on Saturday, January 10, 2009 at 10 A.M.  We will be discussing the book Kon-Tiki by Thor Heyerdahl followed by lunch at Tillie's.
   If you enjoy reading Norwegian related books, join the group!
   For more information and directions, contact Tillie at 513-683-5826 or ElvrumJTJ@aol.com.
Facts (and fiction) from Nordic Mythology and Norwegian History
   I don’t think there can not be many Americans of Norwegian ancestry who has not heard about Leiv Eiriksson (notice my spelling of his name).  Our lodge has had meetings dedicated to the story about him and even though Leiv Eiriksson day is not an official holiday (yet), quite few of the Norwegians in America would want it to be!

   This article will not deal with Leiv’s discovery of America, but rather follow up on an earlier article about Harald Fair Hair.  In that article I mentioned that king Harald used fairly harsh means against his opponent and drove many of them from the country.  Some of these refugees settled in Scotland, on the islands off the Scottish coast (the Orkney Islands, the Shetland Islands, the Hebrides and the Faeroe Islands).  If you look for these islands on a map you will see that the Orkneys and the Hebrides are close to Scotland, and Shetland is a bit further north and more or less straight west of Bergen.  The Faeroe Islands are even further north and west, they are about half way between the Norwegian west coast and Iceland.  So after making the jump to all these islands it was a fairly short sailing to reach Iceland.

   One of the men driven from Norway was Thorvald Åsvaldsson.  He moved to Iceland with his family.  His son, Eirik, was later known as Eirik Raude (the red).  When I went to school we were told that his nickname came from the blood of the men he had killed, it is more likely that his red hair and beard earned him the nickname.  He was certainly not a peaceful man.  At one time he sent his slaves to start a landslide above a neighbor’s farm.  The neighbor killed the slaves, and as revenge Eirik killed the neighbor and one of his friends.  Eirik's punishment was to move to another place, but still on Iceland.  A few years later he got in a fight over some timber used for benches and ended up killing two men.  This time the “Ting” (a periodical assembly of free 
men – kind of a parliament) sentenced him to be an outlaw (no protection from the law) for three years.

   Eirik decided to pack up his belongings and family and check out a land to the west that had been reported by the crew of several ships that had been sent off course by storms.  They set sail and traveled west.  There they found Greenland, and they sailed along the coast exploring the place.  This exploration lasted quite a while, they had not really settled down yet when his three year sentence was over.  He then returned to Iceland and started talking about the place he had been.  He very cleverly called it Greenland, so people would be tempted to go there with him and start a new settlement.  The name of this large, mainly glacier covered island, is really a result of a clever marketing scheme.  His marketing was successful, and a few years later there was a thriving Norwegian colony on Greenland.  They settled on the west coast of the island, it was more inviting and has fjords that reminded them of Norway.

   At it’s largest it is estimated that there was about 4,000 Norwegian living on Greenland.  Greenland was warmer then than now, but around year 1400 it turned colder and a European type life style with farming could not be continued.  Sailings from Norway had also totally stopped, probably a result of the Black Death that killed a large portion of the Norwegian population (more about that another time).  As a result the Norwegian settlement on Greenland died out at around that time.

   Eirik had one daughter, Frøydis, with another woman.  With his wife, Tjodhild Jørudsdatter, he had three sons; Leiv, Torvald and Torstein.  There can be no doubt that his first son Leiv is the most famous of them. 

Anders Marstrander 
Birthdays
December
Lois Evensen[5], Susan Mikaloff[7], Kari Poe[8], Charlotte Ellingson[9], Esther Charlton[12], Nicholas Chandler[13], JD Elvrum[13], Ed Charlton[13], Richard Monson[14], Neil Sorum[15], Teresa Lowen[15], Carol Olson[16], Konrad Nelson[29], Iver Bradley(30) . 
January 
Francis Kosobud[1], Roald Storetvedt[1], Sissel Rasdal Unneland[1], Ray Olson[1], Carolyn Hahn[4], Connie Holman[10], Karn Erlandson[17], Adelheid Price[19], Kelly Lawson[28], Margie Mays[29], Donna Marstrander[30], Jean Bowman[31]. 
February
Luke Sutphin[1], Tillie Elvrum[5], Aaron Nelson[5], Jan Garnaes Johnson[6], Patsy Bannick[6], Lee Luiso[12], Syliva Casas[15], Linda Burge[17], Bob Bowman[17], Cassi Rice[19], Mark Kosobud[20]
King's honors to Grete Waitz  
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   Norway's running queen Grete Waitz has been honoured by King Harald with the Royal Norwegian order of St.Olav First Class, for being an important role model.

   “ This means very much to me”. It is great, she said.

   Only two others from the ranks of sport have received this high honour, namely Olympic Queen Sonja Henie and footballer Ole Gunnar Solskjaer.

   Grete Waitz' greatest achievements are probably her nine wins in the prestigious New York Marathon, her Marathon World Championship victory in 1983 and her Olympic silver from the Los Angeles Olympics in 1984. (NRK/Aftenposten),Rolleiv Solholm
Remember to go to:
website: www.evensens.net/sons/sons.html
President                            Vice-President

    Nelda Chandler                        Nina Downs

    11409 Geneva Rd.                   1478 Montegor Dr.

     Forest Park, OH 45240           Cincinnati,OH 45230

     513-742-9504                          513-561-1759

nelda1961@Cinci.rr.com           Ninatdowns@fuse.net
  Secretary                           Treasurer

     Tillie Elvrum                            Carol Luiso

     6724 Trillium Ct                       1006 Paxton Lake Dr.

     Maineville, OH 45039              Loveland, OH 45140           

     513-683-5826                           513-683-3631                        

     Elvrumjtj@aol.com                  Chluiso@aol.com
Social Director              Webmaster

      Nina T. Downs                            Lois Evensen

      1478 Montegor Dr.                      P.O.Box 9450

      Cincinnati, OH 45230                 Cincinnati,OH 45209

      513-561-1759                              513-281-8408

   Ninatdowns@fuse.net       Lois@evensens.net
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     Publicity                       Foundation                          
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    614-389-2518                              513-398-4285
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